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or landlords, and rough-hewed several measures of agrarian
reform which were carried into effect by his successor. His
moral influence on behalf of tenant-right throughout the country
was marked and even decisive. In fine, with personal diligence
consistently exerted, he succeeded in imparting a constant move-
ment to every part of an extensive administration. Such a policy
was not calculated to win the approval of some classes who not
unnaturally dreaded improvement, though as time rolls on it
will be regarded with grateful appreciation by the middle classes
and the masses of the people for whose benefit it was designed.

My imperative duty on assuming the government was, as seen
in the last chapter, to minister to the needs of nearly one-third
of the whole population, vast as it was, and to provide1 bodily
sustenance for them, before adopting measures for their moral
and material advancement. The necessity of being in camp or on
the move, supervising the operations of relief and commanding
vast establishments in the field for several months, made it
difficult for me to conduct simultaneously an extensive and com-
plex administration, and to despatch punctually a mass of current
business. In these affairs the utmost assistance was received
from Mr. Eivers Thompson, the principal Secretary at the head-
quarters of Bengal, a most able officer. He was afterwards
appointed by Lord Northbrook to be Chief Commissioner of
British Burma, and is now a member of the Governor-General's
Council.

Steuart Bayley and C. T. Metcalfe have been already men-
tioned in the last preceding chapter with reference to their
services in Behar. In the Secretariat at Calcutta excellent
service was performed by Boss Mangles, who received the
Victoria Cross for gallant conduct near Arrah during the events
of the mutinies in 1857; also by Herbert Eeynolds, who had
won honours at Oxford. Mangles is the son of the East India
Director so well known in former days. The statistical bureau
was managed by Henry Cotton, an officer of remarkable promise.
The burden of preparing the elaborate projects of law, for sub-
mission to the Legislative Council, devolved on Henry Lucius
Dampier, to whose experienced aid I was much indebted.